Introduction
With the improved prognosis of infective endocarditis, increasing numbers of patients who have survived the initial episode create a new population at risk for recurrent episodes. However, since the mortality of recurrent infective endocarditis is significantly higher than that of the initial infection,' only few patients who survive more than three bouts have been described. [2] [3] [4] We report a patient with no history of drug abuse, who has survived seven episodes of infective endocarditis.
Case report
A 65 year old man was admitted to our department with a fever of 2 month's duration, chills and fatigue. His past history was remarkable for rheumatic heart disease with mild aortic regurgitation of some 30 years' standing. Physical examination revealed: temperature, 38°C, a 3/6 decrescendo diastolic murmur (Table I) . Significant side effects, attributable to antibiotic therapy, were evident in all the episodes. The patient, who survived six bouts of recurrent infective endocarditis, was hospitalized for a total of 294 days over a 5 year period, and is presently in hospital for the seventh time. Between episodes of infective endocarditis, the patient suffered grade IV heart failure, precluding surgical intervention for the colonic polyps.
As shown in Table I , in between two episodes of Streptococcus bovis endocarditis (fifth and seventh hospitalizations), the subject experienced a bout of Staphylococcus aureus endocarditis, but no focus was found. 
